


of which the philosophy of improving human life is. 
Dr. Topsoe said,  

"The world of corporations alone is 
meaningless if it cannot change human life for the 
better..." And we remember these words.  They 
bring a high purpose of chemistry as a science and 
of the entire chemical industry. 

 

New life of an old plant 
In a long sequence of past advantages can we 

remember huge amount of industrial plans during 
developed socialistic epoch. But, without denying 
past achievements one can't but admit that the 
world has changed, and people have changed 
together with it. People are more aware of 
environmental risks; environmental legislation has 
become tougher . And this is only one of the 
aspects of changes coming. 

It does not pay to forget about the economy, 
which makes every square inch of the industrial 
area work and part with used equipment without 
regret; also it calls for regular costs reduction, 
otherwise one will not survive! 

 
Partners of ShchekinoAzot are getting to know economic potential of 

the region 

It is well that new technologies come to assist 
in resolving these challenges. At the place of 
production facility, which began with... generating 
gas from brown coals in the late forties of the last 
century, will there be constructed a modern 

industrial unit, meeting the relevant requirements 
or possibly  bettering them. 

-Old methanol facility, stopped because of its 
obsolescence, had a capacity of 360 000 MTY, - 
Boris Sokol was telling. - Meanwhile it was 
considered to be the object of major hazard and 
was energy-intensive enough.  But M450 unit built 
in 2011 has already allowed to decrease 
significantly consumption indices when using raw 
materials. That produced not only economic effect, 
but also an ecological one, i.e. man-induced impact 
has decreased substantially. 

Boris Sokol thanked all taking part in M450 
creation:  Alvigo, Vostokneftezavodmontazh, Prom-
finstroy, Orgkhim in North Donetsk, Mitsubishi, 
Mann, Kirchner, Famet, Bronswerk, Yokogawa, 
KSB, Penzkhimmash, Generatsiya, Sumskaya 
Research and Production Association named after 
Frunze, Energomash in Volgodon. And of course, 
Haldor Topsoe. Also he homaged its founder and 
leader during many years, Haldor Topsoe. 

The new production has the total investment 
of about 270 million euros and according to the 
President of JSC ShchekinoAzot will allow to reduce 
dependence on market conditions due to its dual 
purpose. In addition to that it will let not only 
increase, but double the volume of manufactured 
products. Thus it will propel the company to the 
top of the world level in output volume, ecological 
compatibility and safety.  Important is the fact that 
there is no compatible of industrial facility in the 
world, created with the efforts of ShchekinoAzot 
and Haldor Topsoe. 

However, chemists from Shchekino have been 
applying advanced technologies with success. 

-Marketing of any modern technology is based 
on trust, - considers Director General of Haldor 
Topsoe RepOffice in Russia, Jens Perregaard. - Mr 
Sokol's trust played a key role in our cooperation. 
Regarding the qualification of ShchekinoAzot team, 

we have found confirmation that here work 
specialists with high qualification. 

 
Therefore, the trust appeared to be mutual. 

And, which is more important, it was justified. 
But new industrial facility is point, but a large 

one, on the map of reformations which are 
undergone by the Shchekino enterprise. Here the 
own strategic development program is being 
executed with CAPEX volume of more than 880 
mln. USD. During 2005-2013 were there made 
investments of almost 14 bln. RUR, have there 
been completed 9 large projects; all productions 
have been put into operation. Successfully has the 
joint with an American Momentive venture been 
developing, which is on manufacturing phenol-
formaldehyde resins. This year it is planned to 
complete expansion of this unit. Together with a 
German company PCC ShchekinoAzot fulfills the 
dimethyl ether project. In the industrial park 
Pervomayskiy of ShchekinoAzot run 19 Russian and 
overseas companies their business with success. 

 

With full social responsibility   
 The Chairman of Tula region government Yuriy 
Andriyanov didn't just simply pay tribute to 
eagerness of the managing team of the enterprise 
to resource saving and ecological safety. He noted 



that completion of the project will result creation of 
180 high-tech and high performant working 
positions. 

High performance usually means fair wage. 
But responsibility of ShchekinoAzot isn't limited by 
wages meaning that employment benefits are 
notably higher than it is set out by Labour Code. 
Not only chemists can be considered the 
employees with expanded benefits, because the 
enterprise is traditionally considered to be major 
budget revenue generating enterprise. And new 
capacities will allow to increase tax deductions by 
900 million rubles, as Boris Sokol believes.

 
Facilities constructed in terms of cooperation with Haldor Topsoe are 

performing successfully 

Speaking about charity carried out by the 
enterprise, about assistance to educational and 
health care institutions, about veterans support, 
one cannot but say about the latest decision of 
strategic partners. The Topsoes, the Tolstoys and 
the Sokols families have launched a charitable 
foundation, primary task of which is to help 
children. First projects of a large program will 
begin to be executed this summer. 

Open business 
Celebrations on the occasion of starting new 

production facility segued into business meeting of 
existing and potential partners in the form of 
research and practical conference. Minister of 
industry and fuel and energy complex Dmitry 
Lomovtsev told about opportunities and 
advantages of our region in the sphere of 
attracting investments.      

Showing great interest, guests got to know 
with presentations of foreign partners of JSC 
ShchekinoAzot from Denmark, Israel, Germany, the 
USA. Areas of cooperation are different. For 
instance, long-term dealing with Dutch company 
Haldor Topsoe let implement revolutionary projects 
on technical revamping of the enterprise. Dr Haldor 
Topsoe cared of partnership with the President of 
the Group of companies ShchekinoAzot Boris Sokol 
and readily developed business cooperation with 
Shchekino chemists and considered them one the 
most reliable and promising partners. He respected 
ambitiousness of Russian colleagues’ intentions and 
believed that the direction chosen by them is 
promising. He thought that his principle “From 
science to dollar” is incarnated in here. A year ago 
Dr Topsoe passed away, but the Dutch company 
continues traditions stated by him. Among them is 
there a work on the new project with modern 
opportunities to develop methanol industry in 
Shchekino.  

In accordance with the Director of the Russian 
RepOffice, they will continue to deal with 
ShchekinoAzot.     

The representative of Momentive (USA) also 
spoke about prospects of cooperation with JSC 
ShchekinoAzot. He made a point that recently 
there has been no such product in demand like 
methanol, especially at Asian market. The demand 
for methanol is increasing in Europe as well. It is 
not by chance that the European commission 

removes customs restrictions on methanol 
deliveries to Europe from June, 1 this year. 

In the USA, where one is going through shale 
revolution, is there demand in methanol as never 
before. Consequently partnership between the 
American company and ShchekinoAzot will only 
expand. About old partnership and its developing 

were partners from Germany and Israel speaking.  

Discussion on world methanol market and 
prospects of its developing was in the atmosphere 
far from political ambitions and claims. One could 
understand that business integration is not a 
question of future, it is a process which is speeding 
and impossible to be stopped.   
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Main guests of the celebration were veterans of ShchekinoAzot 




